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Forest Park Market...
will open soon

A new full service supermarket soon will be coming to
the vacant Foodmart site. Forest Park Market will
feature multi-ethnic foods and produce.

The “X” Main Street Corporation has been working
with the new owner, Ted Papakonastadinou, to ex-
plain the potential market for this store and the previ-
ous conditions at Foodmart that kept many consum-
ers from shopping there. Mr. Papakonstadinou, or
Teddy as he likes to be called, has emphasized that su-
perior customer service and store cleanliness will be
top priorities.

Current plans for the store include maintaining a
kosher bakery, fish market, butcher, floral department,
deli and the addition of a beer and wine department.

Investment is this new location will be substantial.
Building improvements include a new roof that has
already been installed, interior and exterior painting
and signage, landscaping and a lot of new equipment.

When asked why he chose to invest in Springfield,
Teddy replied that although he had never been here
before, when he saw the site and explored the
neighborhood, he felt it had great potential.

Teddy says his philosophy for this store is a simple
one — he wants to focus on the community and have
fun with this new chapter in his career.

Having been in the construction business, as well as
owning and managing many properties in New York,
this new venture is something he has thought about
for a long time. While this may be the first supermar-
ket venture for his organization, they have surrounded
themselves with very knowledgeable consultants.

Although his primary residence is currently in Greece,
where he loves to garden and raise animals with his

Mayoral Debate

Sunday October 19
7:00 p.m.

Forest Park Middle School

Moderator: Beth Green
League of Women Voters

Candidates Charles Ryan and Linda Melconian will
answer questions about how they will lead the city.

Questions will be formulated in advance by the
debate planning committee.

Email your questions to allena@forestca.com or call
Allen Agnitti 746-5916.
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wife and four children, he will be spending most of his
time in Springfield for the next several months.

Assisting him with the development of the market is
longtime friend, Alex Anastasiadis, who is currently
looking for a residence in the Forest Park Neighbor-
hood.

Watch for the grand opening of Forest Park Market
early this fall. Store hours are scheduled to be 7 AM
to midnight, Monday through Saturday and Sunday
from 7 AM to 9 PM. The store also will restore the
free shuttle service for shoppers spending $25 or
more and needing a ride home within three miles of
the store.

While much work is still to be done to get the store
open, it is critical that we encourage our friends and
neighbors to give this store their full support so we
will never again be in the position of not having a full
service supermarket where we call home.
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Forest Park branch, Markey
“would like to see it handicapped
accessible and modernized.”

A graduate of Cathedral High

city council, this can happen. My
short time as a commissioner has
made it clear to me that a little
money goes a long way when it
comes to libraries.” says Pat.

FP Library Update

« Projected reopen date is late September-early October

+ Hours will include two long days & two short days; 24 hours/wk total

« Hiring process for FP Branch and Volunteer Coordinator is ongoing
Volunteers are needed for pre re-opening clean-up.

Contact Sheila McElwaine, sheila.mcelwaine(@comcast.net or 788-8898
Detailed information available at www.forestparkca.com

janeh@forestparkca.com

Forest Park News is published periodically by the |®
Forest Park Civic Association

Advertising Rates and Policy: Display Ads $15;
Classifieds $3. Advertisers will be billed following ®
each issue.

Be a guest at your own party. I will cook, set up,
clean up. Also pet sitting and other tasks.

“Your Fairy Godmother”

Belle Rita Novak, 737-1724; belle-rita@map.com

Check us out on the web at:
www.forestparkca.com.
Our email address is
admin@forestparkca.com

Hand knit items and instruction,
call Bonnie, 733-3394




Calendar

Clean Up Day...commit a few
hours to your neighborhood.
Oct. 18 9:00 am meet at the
Forest Park Branch Library
Belle Rita Novak, 737-1724

Halloween Party for Kids
Oct. 26 4-5pm

é» Fairfield Triangle
Jennifer Markey, 746-5512

Holiday House Tour

Sunday, Dec. 7

A major FPCA fundraiser. To help
contact Bill Malloy, 734-6894;
attymalloy@verizon.net

President’s Message

Good news prevails at the corners of Oakland St. and Belmont Ave. The
Library soon will reopen. There’s a new business,Park Pizzeria, just across
the street ...notice the planters and swept sidewalks. .. and soon we will
have a new market. These changes bring vibrancy to our neighborhood.

On November 4, we each have an opportunity and obligation to influence
the future of Springfield by voting in the elections for mayor, city council
and school committee. The people who hold these offices very much af-
fect what happens in our city and our daily lives and every vote counts.

The two mayoral candidates live in our neighborhood and have agreed to
participate in an FPCA sponsored Mayoral Debate.

If I don’t see you at the X Farmer’s Market, the Library, in our new mar-
ket, walking in the park or around the neighborhood,
I hope to see you October 19 at the mayoral debate.

Jane Hetzel, President

A Belmont Ave. Upgrade

Concerned Citizens for Spring-
field, Inc. hopes to help stabilize
a congested area through im-
provements to 300 Belmont Ave-
nue.

Built around 1930, this three-
story building has two store
fronts at the ground level and
four apartments on the two upper
floors in a congested block on
Belmont Avenue.

Exterior renovations began this
summer with the help of a grant
funded summer jobs program.

The large area of blacktop was
removed from the front of the
building and replaced with a cen-
ter sidewalk and two areas for

plantings. The lower front fagade
of the building was replaced, the
entrance door modernized and
the trim painted.

These changes will soften and
enhance the visual appearance of
the building from the street.

Behind the building, storm doors
were installed on the rear door of
the apartments, a new basement

KUDOS ! KUDOS! KUDOS!

Despite the CLOSED sign, a team of volun-
teers tended the exterior of the FP Library
throughout the summer...they cut the lawn,
planted and watered flowers, pulled weeds,
collected liter, and swept sidewalks!

They are Sheila McElwaine, Mike Rosenthal,
Bill Malloy, Eddie Iavicoli, Jeri Stolk and
Margaret Tarbet!

People like this make Forest Patrk a great place
to live. Kudos to all!

entry door was installed, a small
shed was removed and the base-
ment cleared of non-used parti-
tions. Future plans include updat-
ing of the heating system to re-
duce energy usage.
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Additions & General Remodeling
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Join!

Send $15 check payable to FPCA
along with this form to:
FPCA Membership, P.O. Box 80708
Springfield, MA 01138-0708

Phone email

Your Interests:

__Zoning _ The X __ Programs

__Schools __ Historic District __ Other

Your Time..Your
Terms..Your Future

Contact Rose Talbot-Bahey
413-731-9202
Avon Independent Sales

Representative

‘Start Your AVON Business’

% the root seller

POTTED PLANTS - FRESH FLOWERS
SILK FLOWERS AND PLANTS
WEDDINGS - FUNERALS
INTEHIOR PLANT DESIGNS & MAINTENANCE

1-413-788-4974
497 BELMONT AVE. SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 01108

REALTORS

928 BELMONT AVENUE
SPRINGFIELD, MASS.

PAUL J. SEARS

OFF.: (413) 785-1636
RES.: (413) 732-8861
FAX.: (413) 788-0662

THOR CONSTRUCTION
Restoration & Remodeling
Specialist

161 FLORIDA STREET,
SPRINGFIELD, MA 01109
HANK THORBURN, 413-734-5546




