                                                                                                  March 12, 2008

Mayor Domenic J. Sarno

City of Springfield

City Hall

Springfield, MA 01101

Dear Mayor Sarno,

Please consider this letter of support for the proposal for redevelopment of the Longhill Gardens complex by the Winn Co. of Boston, MA.  This property has been troubled for many years, and has created many problems related to crime, trash, noise and litter. This is an opportunity for the Forest Park neighborhood to regain an attractive, less dense, well managed property.  

The main points which the developer proposes are important for our neighborhood, and include:

· Demolition of 100 units throughout, reducing density of the complex by almost half.

· Single ownership of the complex instead on condominium ownership.

· On site management, with appropriate tenant screening.

· 24 hour security monitoring via camera monitors.

· Off street parking to reduce congestion on Longhill St.

· Playground facility for children.

· Total renovation of the remaining 111 units, to bring them up to Code.

· Demolition of buildings on the west side of Longhill St. 

While there have been several suggestions related to the use of the land, and to possible other uses, it is now understood that the mortgage holder of the $6.2 million mortgage, CitiBank, has been actively seeking to sell this mortgage.  This developer has an excellent track record with troubled properties, and can be counted on to have the resources to complete this project.  Unlike the present and past two owners, the Winn Co. has demonstrated the ability to accomplish this job.  Leaving the complex vacant and boarded is not a good option for our neighborhood!

Sincerely,

Address:   

